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“Film is an important medium to introduce the many aspects of the lives and
circumstances of refugees across the world, and thrbugh this entertainmentvehicle,
create better awareness and understanding”
Angelina Jolie UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador
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About The 6th UNHCR Refugee Film Festival

Everyday, thousands of people run from war, persecution and terror. Even 1 is too many...

UNHCR Representation in Japan proudly presents the 6th
edition of the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival. This year’s
film festival has a special meaning for different reasons.
First, it is a year that UNHCR commemorates several
anniversaries: 60 years since the 1951 Convention relating
te Refugees was adopted; 30 years that Japan has
acceded to the 1951 Refugee Convention; and 150 years
since the birth of Fridtjof Nansen, the first League of
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Second, the
earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan earlier this year
powerfully reminded us that all of us may be forcibly
displaced at some point. | have been deeply impressed by
the resilience and the strength with which people
responded to these crises.

Many of the films highlight how individuals can make a
difference, alleviating the plight of people displaced by war,
conflict, human right abuse or natural disaster. The films
you are about to watch aim to raise awareness of the
world’ s 43 million refugees and internally displaced
persons and to create a sense of responsibility to provide
hope for a better future to anyone who is forced to flee.

E@en 1 refugee without hope is too many. Do 1 thing.

You are all invited to the Refugee Film Festival to learn
how you can make a difference.

Johan Cels, UNHCR Representative in Japan
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About UNHCR
The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) provides protection and assistance to the
world' s refugees. Based in Geneva, Switzerland, the
agency was created by the United Nations General
Assembly and began work in 1951. People of concern to
UNHCR include not only refugees, but also asylum
seekers, refugees who have returned home, stateless
people and internally displaced persons.

UNHCR has helped well over 50 million people
successfully restart their lives, earning two Nobel Peace
Prizes in 1954 and 1981. Today, some 6,600 staff in more
than 120 countries help over 43 million people®. More than
80 percent of the staff work in field offices, often in remote
and dangerous locations.

Due to the increasing number of conflicts in the world,
protection and assistance needs for refugees are expected
to rise. In these circumstances, the UNHCR office in
Tokyo works with the Japanese Government, which is the
second largest contributor to UNHCR, as well as the
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and the private

sector to support the refugees worldwide and in Japan.

* Includes internally displaced persons (IDPs) and refugees under
UNRWA' s (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East) mandate.
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The views and opinions expressed in these films do not necessarily represent those of the sponsors, pariners, suppurlers or other involved in erganizing the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival
Images. texts, copyrights and trademarks for all fiilms mentioned herein are held by their respective owners and are solely for promotional, non-commercial and educational purposes.
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My Rohingya

ZUFaz-Fre0—4%
Only One Life - The Story about Fridtjof Nansen
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Kassim The Dream
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The Boy Mir

IXZI—A-AT =TI (ARDH)

Enemies of the People

©Les films du losange 2011
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For a Moment Freedom
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Impunity
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All films have Japanese subtitles. Engiish provided through audio or subtitles.
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Directed by Cecilia Ami Kitajima Japan /2011 /100min / Documentary
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Following the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 2011, 95 Burmese
(Myanmarese) refugees living in Japan engaged in volunteer activities in
the devastated areas. Despite the stringent limitations on their lives as
refugees in Japan, they willingly volunteered. What drove them to do so?
The camera focuses on a young woman who left her mother in her home
country.
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Only One Life - The Story about Fridtjof Nansen
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Directed by Sergej Mikaeljan Norway, Soviet Union / 1968 / 83min / Drama
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A biographical film about Fridtjof Nansen, the first Norwegian polar
explorer. Following his appointment to the League of Nations, Nansen
devoted himself as the first High Commissioner for Refugees, supporting
those tforced to flee from conflict and assisting the repatriation of prisoners
of war.
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Directed by Olivier Masset-Depasse Belgium, France, Luxembourg / 2010 / 95min / Drama
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Tania and her son Ivan arrived in Belgium eight years ago. Although they
are well integrated, they live without legal status. One day, Tania is
arrested by the immigration office; Ivan manages to escape. Separated
from her son, Tania discovers that her rights are brutally ignored in the
detention center.
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Kassim The Dream
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Directed by Keil Davidson USA / 2009 / 86min / Documentary
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Kassim was forced to be a child soldier at age six. Later, he uses the
army’s boxing team as his ticket to the United States. He defects from
Uganda and becomes Junior Middleweight Champion of the World. At
twenty-seven, Kassim trains for his next world title, but in order to reunite
with his family he must first seek a military pardon from the very
government that abducted him so long ago.
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Directed by Sherry Hormann Germany, Austria, France / 2009 / 127min / Drama
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Fleeing a forced marriage at thirteen, a Semali girl arrives in London and
finds work as a maidservant in her Embassy. When the Embassy closes
during Somalia’s civil war, she disappears into the big city before, while
working as a cleaner, she attracts a fashion photographer’s attention. After
achieving international success as a model, she abandons her career to

fight genital mutilation, of which she herself was a victim.
B TAN—R - HOg+aod—bk  Distibutor Espace Sarou « SHOWGATE Inc.
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The Boy Mir
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Directed by Phil Grabsky UK (2010 / 90min / Documentary
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The film follows an Afghan boy named Mir as he changes from a childish
eight year-old into a fully grown eighteen-year-old. These ten years are a
journey into early adulthoed in one of the toughest places on earth — a
journey that mirrors the current, vitally important story of Afghanistan.
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My Rohingya
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Directed by Thananuch Sanguansak Thailand / 2011 / 53min / Documentary
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The documentary reveals the journeys and struggles of Rohingya Muslims in
Thailand and Bangladesh. Forced to flee from Burma (Myanmar), they fight for
survival and a better life.
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Enemies of the People
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Directed by Thet Sam Bath, Rob Lemkin Cambodia, UK /2010 /93min / Documentary
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The Khmer Rouge slaughtered nearly two million people in the late 1970s
From foot soldiers to Pol Pot’s right-hand man, the notorious Brother Number
Two, local journalist Sambath — who lost his parents and his siblings in the
Killing Fields — records shocking testimony never before heard.
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For a Moment Freedom
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Directed by Arash T. Riahi Austria, France / 2008 / 110min / Drama
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The odyssey of three groups of refugees — a married couple with a child, two
young men with two children, and two good friends — all of whom managed to
escape from their native Iran. Stuck in Turkey, they have to wait in a run-down
hotel, hoping each day that their applications for asylum will be approved.

AoEa1= 7-4— —ﬁ*%ﬂhbbnﬁk’?@m—
Impunity
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Directed by Juan José Lozane, Hollman Morns Switzerland, France, Celombla / 2010 / 84min | Documentary
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In modern Colombia, the biggest trial of paramilitary soldiers — accused of
killing thousands of Colombians — is designed to create “peace and justice.”
However, the process comes to an abrupt halt when the political and economic
interests operating during the paramilitary war are uncovered. Are the victims’
families doomed to stay victims forever, or can they fight against impunity?
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Last Stop Lampedusa
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Directed by Chiara Zammilti (Rai Educational) Italy /2011 / 14min { Documentary
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Between 12 and 14 February 2011, following uprisings in Tunisia, Egypt and
Libya, approximately five thousand people landed on the shores of Lampedusa.
Video footage details one such landing, featuring oral testimony by volunteers,
local inhabitants, and refugees.
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Directed by Antanio Martino ltaly / 2009 / 47min / Documentary
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A small community in southerm Italy is now home to one of the biggest refugee
camps in Europe. While hundreds of desperate refugees wait to see whether
they will at least have a chance to live something like a normal life, locals
ponder why they must share with others the place that they call home.
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Strangers No More Refugees

@Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
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Never Back Home
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Strangers No More
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Directed by Karen Goedman, Kirk Simon USA /2010 / 40min / Documentary
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In the heart of Tel Aviv, there is an exceptional schoal where children from
forty-eight countries and diverse backgrounds come together to learn. Many
of the students arrive after fleeing poverty, political adversity, and even
genocide. Here, however, no child is a stranger: with tremendous effort and
dedication, teachers provide the support these children need to recover
from their pasts.
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Never Back Home
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Directed by Sami Mustafa Kosovo / 2010 / 56min { Documentary
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In 2000, a year after losing their homes to conflict in Kosovo, many Roma
and Ashkali families from four Kosovar towns were relocated to an IDP
Camp. One day, the first Kosovar Prime Minister and the UN Representa-
tive visited the camp and promised to close it. Two years later, though, most
of the families remain in two apartment buildings - in the same place where
the camp used to be.
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Directed by Shai Carmeli-Polak Israel / 2008 / 67min / Documentary
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In 2007, a wave of desperate African refugees, many from Darfur, crosses
the desert border into Israel. Empty-handed and journeying on foot, they
contend with dangerous conditions on the Egypt-Israel border in a frantic
attempt to reach safety. The film crew follows not only these refugees but
also a group of Israell volunteers who challenge their own government's
position.
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Which Way Home
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1 Life. 1 Story.
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Produced by UNHCR Switzerland / 2011 / 50min / Documentary
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What does “home” mean to you? What does it mean to be a refugee? What
do you most hope for? UNHCR is talking to refugees and other forcibly
displaced people around the world about what forced them from their
homes and how that experience has shaped their lives. Here are their
stories.
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Several unaccompanied Honduran child migrants joumey through Mexico
en route to the U.S. on a freight train they call “The Beast.” This documen-
tary shows the personal side of migration through the eyes of children who
face harrowing dangers with enormous courage and resourcefulness.
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Directed by Julian Schnabel France lsrael ltaly, india /2010 / 112min / Drama
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Based on the autobiography of a Palestinian joumalist depicting the lives of
women living in Jerusalem. Miral has lived in an orphanage since she was
seven, when her mother died. Brought up safely inside the institute's walls,
Miral is awakened to the reality of Palestinian refugees after being assigned
fo teach in a refugee camp.
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All films have Japanese subtitles. English provided through audio or subtitles.
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Admission Guidelines

+ No admission fees. Donations are welcome.
- Seats are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. Seat reservations are not

available.

+ Numbered tickets will be distributed 1 hour prior to every screening at each

respective venue.

- Venues will open to audience members 20 minutes prior to every screening
(except in cases where a previous film or Q&A session is still running).

- Audience members should leave the venue when the film or Q&A session ends.
Those who wish to watch another film must queue for that film.

* Since the Global Festa Japan 2011 is held outdoors, there are no admission limits.

Every year, the UNHCR Refugee Film Festival is made possible by generous
contributions from various sponsors and individual supporters. Donations in
support of the Refugee Film Festival and the work of UNHCR are highly

appreciated




